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	DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

85TH OPERATIONS SQUADRON (USAFE)

APO AE 09725-2055


      










16 Sep 2003

85 OS/CC

PSC 1013

APO AE 09725

Dear:


Congratulations on your assignment to the 85th Operations Squadron and welcome to Iceland—the land of fire and ice!  The men and women of the OS “White Knights” are a proud team with a long history, unique role and a diverse makeup.  Our mission is to deter aggression in the North Atlantic, protect Iceland’s airspace, and support contingency operations.  We achieve this by providing infrastructure for operations and maintenance support, and expertise in intelligence, supervision and training for the many rotational fighter and tanker forces that deploy here.  Our visitors include F-15, F-16, KC-135, and HC/KC-130 personnel from all over the world, and we are also frequent hosts to NATO fighters from northern Europe.  The cultural contrasts here—US/Icelandic, Air Force/Navy, fighter/heavy aircraft, air defense/search and rescue missions—provide a rich environment for squadron members.  We aim to learn from this unique situation as we take advantage of the warm family atmosphere of life overseas. 


Enclosed you’ll find some information about us.  The United States Navy operates NAS Keflavik and has made many improvements over the past years to schools, the USO, housing, child care, medical/dental, education, and recreational facilities.  Off duty employment is available for members and spouses, but is mostly limited to the services area.  Additionally, the base fully supports home businesses and other entrepreneurial ventures.


The base facilities are ran by the Navy and may not be up to the standards that you are use to for most Air Force bases.  However, they do a pretty good job with the basic needs.  The movie theater pretty much keeps up to date with the states, only about two months behind.  We have 41 television channels, including Euro sport (European Sports Channel), AFN (News, live sporting events, specials), MSNBC, the Cartoon Channel, BBC European, the Discovery Channel and several other foreign channels (most programming is in English).  The base gym includes four racquetball courts, sauna, steam room, free weights, universal equipment, treadmills, stepper, basketball court, and an indoor swimming pool.  There is also a bowling alley, video rental store, hobby shop, mini-mart, furniture store, Wendy’s and Subway.  There is a restaurant featuring pizza and sandwiches.  MWR offers internet/e-mail service for $34 a month if you have a home computer.  The Navy Exchange, same as the BX, is small and has a limited assortment of goods with limited hours.  It would be a good idea to bring catalogs so you can order things that may be out of stock, or not carried at all.  There are numerous opportunities to participate in sports.  There are softball leagues as well as flag football, basketball, volleyball, golf, etc…


The following is extremely important:  DEFINITELY stock up on all your uniform needs before coming.  You must bring a complete set of uniforms, including service dress.  Again, this is a Navy Base, so Air Force items are extremely limited.  When you get here, you’ll be issued cold weather gear, such as parka or gortex coat, gortex boots, gortex pants, gloves, etc.  


If you wish to pursue your education, there are currently three main colleges:  University of Maryland, City College of Chicago, and University of Oklahoma (offering master’s program)  City Colleges of Chicago offers video courses for associate degrees only.


If you are coming here with children, and are either a single parent or married to another military member, please try to get as much of your AF Form 357 (Family Care Plan) filled in and signed before arrival. Childcare is EXTREMELY LIMITED, please consider this matter carefully before your departure; it can be a major issue with the rotating schedules we work. 

Iceland is a beautiful country, with many outdoor activities available throughout the year.  Camping, sightseeing, pony trekking, fishing, and sports are favorites.  As the winter months can produce severe weather, there are numerous indoor activities, including education and other personal growth opportunities.  In addition, MWR offers trips throughout the island, and to Europe as well.  A tour in Iceland is a well-kept secret offering great adventures and experiences for the whole family.

I recommend you ship a vehicle, as available government transportation may not meet your personal needs and local purchases can be expensive—check with your sponsor for the current situation.  If you do ship, please ensure your vehicle is in good working order, since repair is expensive and parts can be hard to find.  Your vehicle will receive a thorough inspection by the Icelandic government with emphasis on worn braking and steering components.  Do not ship a motorcycle—you cannot use it due to base regulations.

Your sponsor will greet you at the air terminal when you arrive and will take you to your quarters on base.  Please let us know as soon as possible whether you will travel with family members so we can check on your quarters ahead of time and make sure they are ready.  The family housing application process here is a bit confusing; please do not wait for concurrent travel authorization before collecting orders from your MPF.  You will get amendments later, which will include all dependents.  One final note:  visit your hospital early on in the process to obtain medical clearance for your family members.  There are some conditions which cannot be treated or monitored here, and that could affect whether the base agrees to an accompanied tour.


Please read the enclosed information and call your sponsor with any questions you may have.  If your sponsor is not available, feel free to call my office at DSN 450-5501 or the First Sergeant at DSN 450-5600 (the DSN exchange from Europe is 228).  For commercial calls, dial 011-354-425-5501/7679 from the US.  Don’t forget we’re on ZULU time here (five hours later than Eastern Standard Time).  Also, if you have a web browser, I invite you to visit the 85th Group’s Newcomers Information Page for additional information:  

                http://www.keflavik.af.mil/

   http://www.naskef.navy.mil/

   http://www.dmdc.osd.mil/sites/

   http://www.famnet.com/

   http://www.mwr.is/

   http://www.militarycity.com/


Again, welcome to the White Knights!  We all look forward to meeting you as a new member of the 85th Group “Guardians of the North.”







Sincerely








MARK A. WILKINS, Lt Col, USAF








Commander

